QM Thealre Company

"My Love is like the Grasses,

hidden in the deep Mountain:

though its Abundance increases,

there is Nong that knows"

{Ono no Yoshild in the Kokin Sho, AD. 905 - 922)

Based on 'sex,lies and videotape'
by Steven Soderbergh and Luigi
Pirandello's'six characters in

seqrch of an author'

eAST

Graham Chad Townsend
Cynthia Laois Roberts
John Dominic Crozet
Ann Nilofar Emami

Adapted for the Theatre and Directed by
Dmitry Tolonen

Costume Anna Ostergren

Lighting Design Peter Baker

Vocal coach Louise Daniels

Additional Directing by Anna Ostergren

Program photograply by Ralph Gibson

Including music by
Henry Rollins, Maurice Durufle, Billie Holiday.

Cliff Martinez, Steve Reich, Miranda Sex Garden.

David Parsons, F.Zappa, Blue States, Santessa
and the B-52s.

AWarm Thanks to:

Greg Turbyne for help technical and otherwise.

Pat Hammilton and Susan Cook

Chris Zollenkopf

Emily Flouton for her tongue and her language
Elizabeth Usher. Louise Elmhirst and Bcd{y Wootlen
of The OM Theatre Company

The Staffat The Gate Theatre

The QMW Russian Department staff for the patience
The Split Britches

"Four Characlerg”

A Relationship begins with its pathology,
Identity begins with its histories,

Director's Note;

"Believe me." Our lives depend on fictions.
Fictions rely on our lives. A love slory? A
murder mystery or a suicide; but there is no
body. In the end, for Graham, and perhaps
for all our Culture, everything is about a
dialogue with an absent, lost 'Elizabeth'.

What interested me about 'sex, lies’ was
the notion that the final scene in the film
seemed more like an elliptical reference
to a new beginning in an ambiguous
world rather than the straight forward
ending of the story it set oul to poriray.

Like the film, the play sets out to play
with stereotypes, here using the neurotic
warld of 'six characters' to break up the
flow of the structure of the film, which
structured like an American Western,
with its porch scene at dusk. The good
guys turn out to have their problems as
well, and the salvation of the innocent
maid turns less and less obvious. The
play also deals strongly with the theme
of performing, voyeurism and liberation
from the constraints of 'our’ specific
personalities, those which we and others
impose -as easy ways of understanding
ourselves.

Dmitry Tolonen

Upcoming Productions with QMTC

Dirge - an original work by Phil Gilhert
Dentity Crisis - directed by Emily Flouton
Twelth Night - directed by Louise Daniels
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